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What	is	the	reply	of	i	am	fine.	I	am	fine	what	about	you	meaning.	I	am	fine	ka	answer.	How	do	you	answer	i	am	fine	what	about	you.

Basically	the	idea	is	to	just	give	a	quick,	positive	answer.	Even	if	your	dog	just	died,	your	car	died	on	the	way	to	the	store,	and	your	iPhone	battery	just	died.	If	the	cashier	at	the	store	asks	“How	you	doing?”	as	you	pay	for	your	things,	you	should	respond	“Good,	how	about	you?”	or	“Doing	fine,	and	you?”	or	“Good,	how	about	yourself?”	And	they’ll
respond	with…	yep,	you	guessed	it:	“Good,	thanks.”	Or	“Fine	thanks.”	Or	some	other	positive	response	that	doesn’t	really	answer	your	question.	Why	bother	with	“How	are	you?”?	So	why	ask	a	question	if	you	don’t	want	a	real	answer?	I	can	read	in	your	thoughts…	“Because	Americans	are	soooo	superficial!”.	No,	it’s	not	because	Americans	are
superficial	(though	some	are,	I’ll	admit,	yes…)	But….	You	know	the	song	“It’s	a	Wonderful	World”,	by	Louis	Armstrong.	Romain,	you	know	that	song	right?	There’s	a	line	where	he	says	“I	see	friends	shaking	hands,	saying	“How	do	you	do?”	They’re	really	saying	“I	love	you.”	“How	are	you?”	is	the	way	Americans	say	“Hello!”	This	little	conversation
“Hey,	How	are	you?	Fine,	how	about	you?	Good,	thanks”	is	just	Americans’	way	of	being	friendly	and	polite	with	the	people	we	interact	with.	It’s	especially	the	case	in	service	transactions,	like	with	a	server	at	a	restaurant,	the	cashier	at	a	shop,	a	receptionist,	etc.	I	know	it	can	be	hard	to	not	give	a	real	response.	Maybe	it	feels	a	bit	fake,	a	bit
superficiel.	But	nope.	That’s	just	what’s	“normal”	for	this	type	of	conversation.	A	real	response,	especially	with	lots	of	bad	things,	that’s	uncomfortable.	You	should	just	smile	and	say	“Good,	thanks,	and	you?”	To	be	truly	fluent	in	English,	you	need	to	master	these	“little	conversations”	and	everyday	expressions.	Personally,	I	like	this	app	for	learning
English,	and	definitely	recommend	it!	Watch	how	to	answer	“How	are	you?”		in	this	week’s	episode	of	Speak	English	with	Christina	TV:	Hi,	I	think	all	non-native	learners	have	been	taught	to	ask	"how	are	you"	and	consequently	to	reply	"I	am	fine,	thanks.	And	you?"	when	you	are	asked	"how	are	you?".	Actually	a	very	weird	thing	I	was	taught	was	that
the	reply	to	"how	are	you?"	was	just	"how	are	you?"	with	no	real	answer.	All	that	happened	a	couple	of	decades	ago	when	I	was	starting	to	learn	English.	Recently	I	saw	this	video	*	and	the	confusion	came	back	to	my	mind.	So	I	wonder:	-	shouldn't	I	ask	"how	are	you?"	?	-	why	"I	am	fine,	thanks.	And	you?"	is	not	a	good/correct	answer?	Thanks	for	your
time.	*All	video	links	require	prior	moderator	permission.	Nat	Last	edited	by	a	moderator:	Sep	30,	2019	It	is	'how	do	you	do'	that	they	meant,	not	'how	are	you'.	It's	perfectly	fine.	The	thing	is,	there	are	other	ways	of	greeting	a	friend	or	new	acquaintance,	and	of	replying,	so	it's	worth	learning	(or	teaching)	a	few	alternatives.	"How	are	you?"	?	"(I	am)
fine,	thanks.	And	you?"	Is	correct	and	natural	in	BrE,	at	least	for	those	of	us	who	are	not	as	young	as	we	once	were.	The	emphasis	is	on	the	distinction	between	"me"	and	"you".	Since	the	questioner	is	asking	how	I	am,	we	know	that	the	enquiry	is	about	how	we're	feeling,	that	sense	is	now	established,	so	it	doesn't	need	to	be	repeated.	The	new	sense	is
whether	you	are	also	feeling	fine.	Similarly:	-	What's	your	favourite	animal?	-	A	unicorn.	And	yours?	Here	both	speakers	have	established	that	the	exchange	is	about	favourite	animals.	The	"new"	point	developed	by	the	respondent	is	what	your	favourite	animal	is,	whether	it	is	something	different	from	mine.	So	the	emphasis	in	both	cases	is	on	any
difference	between	me	and	you;	we	know	the	sense	of	the	questions	is	"how	we're	feeling"	or	"favourite	animals",	that's	been	established,	it's	not	new,	it	doesn't	need	repeating.	The	most	widespread	these	days	seems	to	be	"Oreye?"	That's	[or	'eye]	with	the	'eye'	on	a	high	prolonged	question	tone,	almost	two	syllables.	This	is	the	delightful	corruption
of	"(You)	alright?"	In	practice,	I	don't	often	hear	'(I'm)	Fine,	thanks.	And	you?'	as	a	reply	to	'How	are	you?'	The	replies	that	I	hear	are	usually	longer	and	more	specific,	so	I	believe	that	'(I'm)	Fine,	thanks.	And	you?'	could	sound	a	little	automatic	and	formulaic	to	some	people;	too	much	like	an	attempt	to	say	as	little	as	possible	and	move	on.	I	don't	think
I	would	use	'(I'm)	Fine,	thanks.	And	you?'	with	a	friend:	it's	not	expansive	enough.	Now	that	I	think	about	it,	I	don't	use	'How	are	you?'	with	friends	either.	Last	edited:	Sep	30,	2019	Actually	a	very	weird	thing	I	was	taught	was	that	the	reply	to	"how	are	you?"	was	just	"how	are	you?"	with	no	real	answer.	I	agree	with	all	comments	about	'How	are	you?'
above,	but	I	somehow	still	think	they	did	not	have	in	mind	that	phrase	when	they	said	'the	reply	to	how	are	you	is	just	how	are	you'.	Instead,	they	meant	the	(already	old-fashioned)	phrase	'How	do	you	do?'	12.	how	do	you	do?	This	expression	is	used	when	one	is	introduced	to	someone	in	a	formal	situation:"This	is	my	husband,	Mr.	Smith.''—	"How	do
you	do,	Mr.	Smith?''	how	do	you	do	-	WordReference.com	Dictionary	of	English	Edit:	I	must	say	I	cannot	see	the	video	at	the	moment	The	emphasis	is	on	the	distinction	between	"me"	and	"you".	Since	the	questioner	is	asking	how	I	am,	we	know	that	the	enquiry	is	about	how	we're	feeling,	that	sense	is	now	established,	so	it	doesn't	need	to	be	repeated.
The	new	sense	is	whether	you	are	also	feeling	fine.	Similarly:	-	What's	your	favourite	animal?	-	A	unicorn.	And	yours?	Here	both	speakers	have	established	that	the	exchange	is	about	favourite	animals.	The	"new"	point	developed	by	the	respondent	is	what	your	favourite	animal	is,	whether	it	is	something	different	from	mine.	So	the	emphasis	in	both
cases	is	on	any	difference	between	me	and	you;	we	know	the	sense	of	the	questions	is	"how	we're	feeling"	or	"favourite	animals",	that's	been	established,	it's	not	new,	it	doesn't	need	repeating.	So,	would	you	reply	"fine,	and	yours?"	when	someone	asks	"how	are	you?"	It	is	'how	do	you	do'	that	they	meant,	not	'how	are	you'.	Does	it	make	sense	anyway
replying	with	another	question	"how	do	you	do?"	to	a	previous	question	"how	do	you	do?"	without	actually	telling	how	you	do?	Category:	Speaking	You	probably	learned	“How	are	you?”	and	“I’m	fine,	thank	you.	And	you?”	in	textbooks	before,	but	native	English	speakers	answer	it	in	a	different	way.	Unfortunately,	replying	to	this	question	with	“I’m
fine”	can	still	be	found	in	many	English	textbooks.	It’s	not	the	natural	way	to	greet	someone	and	actually	may	be	rude	or	negative.Here	are	some	other	phrases	that	you	can	use	instead	of	“I’m	fine”How	are	you?Fine.	You?Very	well,	thank	you.(I’m)	good,	thanks.	You?(I'm)	great,	(thanks).	And	you?(I’m)	pretty	good.	What’s	new	with	you?Yeah!	Good.
You?Not	bad.	You?(I'm)	alright.	You?(I)	can’t	complain.	You?Never	better.Never	been	better.	What	about	you?I	am	on	top	of	the	world!Over	the	moon!Now,	let’s	look	at	some	different	ways	to	ask	how	someone	is.	These	ways	are	much	more	common.Hey,	how’s	it	going?Good.	And	you?(It's	going)	pretty	good.Not	so	good.Great.Not	great.Not	so
well.Well,	a	bit	tired/sick/sleepy.Things	have	been	better.Things	have	been	a	bit	rough	lately,	but	they’re	getting	better.What’s	up?Not	much.Nothing	much.Hey!	What’s	up?Hi!How	do	you	do?	/	Howdy?	(informal)How	do	you	do?Hello.Nice	to	meet	you.How	are	you	doing?	/	How	ya	doing?	(informal)I’m	doing	great	(thanks).	How	about	you?Doing	good.
You?Doing	pretty	good.	You?Doing	well.	You?I’m	not	doing	that	great.Not	(doing)	that	great.Not	(doing)	so	well.	How	have	you	been?	/	How’ve	you	been?I’ve	been	doing	great.	What	about	you?Never	been	better.	Could	be	better.Couldn't	be	better.Things	have	been	better.Not	so	good	lately.It’s	been	tough.I’ve	been	a	bit	sick.A	little	crazy	actually!As
usual.Pretty	good.	Work’s	been	busy.Busy,	busy.I’ve	been	busy	working.I've	been	a	bit	busy	but	ok.I've	seen	better	days.
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